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▸ Learning Objectives
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Rights
▸ Disability 101: Understanding the
Impacts of Disability During Drills and
Emergencies
▸ Schools and Emergency Responders: An
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▸ Questions and Answers
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Welcome &
Learning
Objectives

Welcome and Introductions
▸ A bit about me!
▹ Educator
▹ Parent
▹ School Safety Partner
▹ My lived experiences in school safety
▸ A bit about you!
▹ Educator
▹ Parent
▹ School Safety Partner
▹ Lived experiences in school safety
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~CONNECTIONS~
Consider an experience with school
safety from your life. What is the
intersection between that
experience and what you know
about disability?
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Learning Objectives
▸

▸
▸

▸

Understand the obligations of school districts to students
with disabilities, including their obligations related to
safety planning in emergency preparedness.
Understand the impact of disabilities during emergency
drills and emergency response.
Understand the relationship between emergency
responders and law enforcement in schools speciﬁc to
students with disabilities.
Gather new information and ideas about how to plan for
individuals with disabilities as a critical partner with
school district leaders and teachers.
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Serving Students
with Disabilities:
School
Responsibilities

Laws Covering Disability in Schools
IDEA: The Individuals with Disabilities Act creates that right
to a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE). This act
creates the obligation to provide special education to eligible
students. Access to educational accommodations,
modiﬁcation, and services are clearly articulated.
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act: This creates a right to
access to education without discrimination.
ADA: American with Disabilities Act , another
antidiscrimination law, creates a right to equitable access,
especially related to facilities and activities.
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While creating disability
speciﬁc safety planning is not
explicitly listed as an area of
consideration under IDEA or
504, the intent of the law is
clear - accessibility always
matters.
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Conﬁdentiality in Public Schools
FERPA: The Family Educational Rights and Protection Act –
This covers what schools can and cannot share about
student needs.
Generally, schools cannot share information without either
consent or a clear need to know. Simply being in law
enforcement does not automatically allow access to
educational records or information held by schools.
Exceptions: emergency safety issues, judicial orders,
subpoenas
DOJ/USDOE Resource
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Loco Parentis
As decided in Vernonia School District47J vs. Wayne Acton,
“school authorities ac[t] in loco parentis… with the power and
indeed the duty to inculcate the habits and manners of
civility.” The court in New Jersey vs. TLO further deﬁnes this
duty, deciding that “[t]eachers and school administrators act
in loco parentis in their dealings with students: their authority
is that of the parent, not the State.” Schools are therefore
“liable for foreseeable injuries” (Garcia v. City of New York)
This is an important consideration when engaging with
schools related to safety planning for all students, especially
for students with disabilities.
Consent to share information is always the best
approach.
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Understanding
Disabilities Under
Emergency
Circumstances

Areas of Disability in IDEA
Intellectual disability
Hearing impairment (including deafness)
Speech or language impairment
Visual impairment (including blindness)
Serious emotional disturbance (referred to in this part as
“emotional disturbance”)
Orthopedic impairment
Autism
Traumatic brain injury
Other health impairment
Speciﬁc learning disability
Deaf-blindness
Multiple disabilities
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Disability Impact in Emergencies
As you can see, there are many disabilities we consider in
schools and under 504, the list expands beyond the IDEA
list.
Each disability comes with a set of speciﬁc symptoms in
order to be educational deemed eligible for special
education under that category.
Educators are best situated to understand disability impact
on a student in an emergency situation.
Every student is diﬀerent but there are some categories of
impact we can plan for that will create a better plan for
everyone.
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Common Impact in Emergencies
Understanding & Following Directions
Managing Sensory Input
Planning Accurately
Recalling What to do/ Recalling the Plan
Staying Calm
Staying Quiet
Ambulation
Seeing
Hearing
Hiding
Avoiding Argument
Staying Focused
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BREAK:
Take 5

Addressing Disability
in Emergency
Preparedness

Universally Designed Planning
v. Individual Planning
When schools make plans they should consider disabilities
needs when making the overarching safety plan.
▸ Always plan for students who cannot run with the
class.
▸ Always plan for students who cannot see or hear.
▸ Always plan for students who cannot hide in small
places.
▸ Always plan for students who cannot ﬁght for
themselves.
Individual teams should make individual plans. Special
Educators and Case Managers should engage teams to
determine if those plans are needed.
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Ideas to Support Students
Sensory Impact
▸ Noise canceling headphones
▸ Sensory tool kits
▸ Music through headphones
▸ Weighted Blanket (if approved through a professional)
▸ Fidgets
▸ Oral sensory tools
▸ Personal sensory supports
Direction Following
▸ Highly motivating rewards
▸ Practice expectations
▸ Visual supports
▸ Relationship building
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Ideas to Support Students
Remembering the plan
▸ Create a visual
▸ Assign a speciﬁc adult
▸ Assign a buddy
▸ Practice
Staying Calm
▸ Address sensory needs
▸ Personal music
▸ Personal calming tool kit
▸ Use of a tablet or phone app
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Ideas to Support Students
Ambulation
▸ Carry protocols
▸ Speciﬁc hiding locations
▸ Speciﬁc departure plans
▸ Location of classrooms
Seeing and Hearing
▸ Practice
▸ Adult guides
▸ Peer guides
▸ Buddy up
▸ Visuals for seeing students
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The Role of Practice
One of the most important part of creating plans that address the
needs of students with disabilities is to practice the plans that are
created.
Addressing the needs of students with disabilities in the overarching
safety planning process is important. It will need to be
supplemented with individual plans.
Practicing the individual student plans in the context of the larger
plan is an important part of practicing emergency responses.
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Mental Health and Emergency
Preparedness
A history of trauma may increase the challenges in an emergency ﬁght, ﬂight or freeze responses can make these situations incredibly
diﬃcult for students.
The impact of practice can also be a challenge for students with
mental health challenges. Considering this in the context of
planning and practice is important.
Students who refuse to practice or cannot engage in preparedness
activities need special attention and consideration in how to prepare
them for emergency situations.
Refusal is not always willful - assuming it is, is a mistake. This
assumption can create a limitation in planning and readiness for
students with these kinds of struggles.
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Disability and Threat Assessment
The intersection of threat assessment and disability is essential.
A disproportionate number of threat assessments are done on
students eligible for special education.
Assessing risk and safety is essential and should be done in the
context of the whole picture of a student and family.
Excluding and separating students increases risk, as we know that
isolation is a risk factor.
Proactive work with students is essential.
Some hold the position that threat assessments should be stopped
in schools entirely due to the bias related to disability.
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Emergency
Responders and
Schools: An Essential
Relationship

Opportunities to Prepare
Building Relationships
Schools need emergency responders in relationship with them to
create true preparedness for emergencies. This means engaging in
collaborative planning and practice regularly.
A. Seek time to deeply engage school leaders in preparedness
training.
B. View the relationship as a partnership as opposed to a
directive and authoritative relationship.
C. Recognize the strengths in schools and emergency
responders and leverage those to grow eachother’s
understanding.
D. Recognize the vulnerability of teachers and children as it
relates to developing plans.
E. Share your understanding of the unique needs of students and
the desire to build plans that consider their needs.
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Ideas for Regular Engagement:
▸
▸
▸
▸
▸
▸
▸

Use summer as a time to plan with school leaders.
Create a relationship between the School Superintendent, the
Police Chief and the Fire Chief that is sustainable and regular.
Design a community safety committee that meets monthly
focused on creating safety plans for schools.
Identify the safety lead in the district and ensure co-leadership
with that person.
Oﬀer and support incident command training for school
leaders.
Oﬀer to help develop emergency response plans and
reuniﬁcation plans with school districts.
Consider how local federal agency oﬃcials do or do not have
a role in this work.
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Dispositions Educators Seek
Some of the dispositions educators seek in collaborative
relationships:
▸
▸
▸
▸
▸
▸
▸
▸

Deep listeners
Compassion
Clarity
Real world scenarios
Diﬀerentiated approaches
Meeting people where they are
Structure
Quality communication
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Conclusions
Ending Takeaways
▸

▸
▸
▸
▸
▸

Schools are obligated under the law to create access for
students with disabilities as well as to maintain their
conﬁdentiality.
All students with one type of disability are not the same.
Regular communication and collaboration makes for better
planning.
Understanding disability and raising disability in the planning
process is everyone’s job.
Both universally designed planning and individual planning in
considering students with disabilities is needed.
Relationships are essential.
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Questions?

